
2018 Versailles State Park Poker Run 
Part of CRISP – Charity Ride Indiana State Parks 

The Friends of Versailles State Park are sponsoring a Poker Run through the Versailles State 

Park. Throughout the route, there are five stops to see and enjoy what the second largest State 

Park in Indiana has to offer!  The Park will have several special events for all riders to enjoy as 

they ride through the Park. Our poker run has five stops, each with a story about the history, 

amenities of the park, and the natural resources of Versailles. The Grand Prize for the Poker 

Run will be announced at Clifty Falls State Park, our final destination. 

Route Description Details 

Our first stop is the Gate House at the Entrance. Your first poker card is picked up there, 

along with any questions answered. Photo opportunities abound, but the biggest stops 

are here.  On the left, you will have passed the historic 1855 Busching Bridge that spans 

Laughery Creek. On the Right, you pass the CCC memorial dedicated to the Civilian 

Conservation Corps who worked in the Indiana State Parks. 

The second stop is the Heron’s Point shelter to pick up poker card # 2. This stop will 

feature a view of the park from the picnicking and relaxation side of the State Park.  The 

Versailles State Park Lake is viewable from this stop, and invites fishing, relaxation, and 

canoeing / kayaking opportunities. 

The third stop is the Nature Center, pick up poker card #3, and allow Clint, Versailles 

Naturalist, enjoin you on a tour of our remodeled and updated Nature Center. All the 

native species found in the Nature Center live at or around the state property. Our 

Monarch Butterfly Waystation, our State Park Centennial Memorial, and our wildlife 

viewing area are all there at the Nature Center. Our new Kayak docking station, the 

Versailles State Park Pool, and the Canoe rental are also at this stop. 

Fourth stop is the Trailside Shelter, pick up poker card # 4, and where we will share the 

Friends Message to the riders. A free one year membership is available, and allows you 

to enjoy our group hikes, membership only special destination hikes, and all of our 

special events that we hold each year. Stretch your legs, and enjoy the quiet of our hiking 

trails, or just hang out at the shelter. 

The fifth and final stop is the Oak Grove shelter just outside the campgrounds. Pick up 

your final poker card here, and turn in your hand. This is a remarkable piece of historic 

construction from the CCC group that built it. We will have beer, snacks, and a final look 

at the Versailles State Park. Relax with a cold one and view the wildflowers, the forest, 

the trails, and the CCC work at the shelter. 

Your next destination will be Clifty Falls State Park, where the winners will be 

announced, dinner is available, camping, and such. We hope you enjoy your time at 

Versailles, and we hope you come back soon. 


